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"Sibylla Europa/' by Hugo Ballin, in the William 
T. Evans National Gallery collection at Washington, 
was painted in 1906 and derives its distinction through 
beauty of conception and colorful quality combining 
in decorative effect. It represents a young mother 
who has brought her child in partial faith to the 
Sibylla Europa to learn its destiny. This the Sibyl, 
one of the prophetesses who were to the Gentiles what 
the prophets were to the Jews, is about to foretell, 
evolving her conjuration in the bowl containing 
clear water upon the surface of which she has placed 
some leaves. According to tradition the Sibylla 
Europa prophesied the coming of Christ and also the 
massacre of the Innocents. Mr. Ballin is a native 
of New York and a pupil of the Art Students' 
League of that city. His studies were, however, 
continued in Rome and Florence and his work 
shows, to an extent, Italian influence. He is 
counted among the foremost American figure painters. 
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